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[57] ABSTRACT

An impedance matched branch connection for local area
networks (LLANSs). A stub or branch connection increases the
number of computers that can connect to a LAN. A star
connection is formed when several stub lines are connected
at the same point. Stub connections introduce an impedance
discontinuity in the line and this discontinuity causes signal
reflections which interfere with normal data transmission.
The impedance discontinuity is avoided by providing a
negative impedance device at the star point which makes the
impedance at each transmission line appear as though the
stub lines were not added.
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